EXHIBIT A

Overview
Online Learning

Defined . ..
Online Learning, E-Learning, Virtual Learning, Distance
Learning . . . all the same.

Online Learning is the teacher and student working together from a distance via technology.

Vision: To provide students educational support and options “anytime, any place, any pace”.

Purpose: To provide access to an online, collaborative, and self-paced learning environment that
facilitates 21" Century skills development to ensure students evolve as competent, 21" Century
citizens and workers.

Key Research Findings:
1) Online learning supports traditional schools by providing educational options for students

through enrichment, acceleration, credit recovery, or simply an alternative instructional
choice, as well as scheduling needs, learning styles, and cost effectiveness;
2) Online learning is rapidly growing —30% annually in all states;
3) Online learning is effective — it shows equal or better achievement results;
4) Online learning improves teaching.
5) Quality Control is crucial and key to a successful online program:
Best practices utilized in content and instruction
Focus on student achievement outcomes across all demographic groups
Curriculum development and procedures
Teacher training
Continual tracking of student progress
Special needs services provided to special population students to ensure access,
including:
i, Technology needs
ii. Audio, visual, physical, learning needs
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Keeping Pace with K-12 Online Learning: A review of state-level policy and practice, 2007
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Anaheim (nion Higl'u School District
Education Division — Innovative Programs

Presentation Timeline
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. Fast F_acts About Online Learning

Research, Trends and Statistics

K-12 Online Learning and Virtual Schools:
Expanding Options

B K-12 online learning is a new field consisting of an estimated $50
million market, which is growing at an estimated annual pace of
30% annually.

B 42 states have significant supplemental online learning programs,
or significant full-time programs (in which students take most or
all of their courses online), or both. Only eight states do not have
either of these options, and several of these states have begun
planning for online learning development.

B There are 26 state-wide or state-led virtual schools in the United
States. /i

® As of January 2007, there were 173 virtual charter schools
serving 92,235 students in 18 states."

B 57% of public secondary schools in the U.S. provide access to

n nline learning.”
students for o aEning wrtua ' sc oo[s_ and onllne

B 72% of school districts with distance education programs - learning in Phoenix, AZ on-
planned to expand online offerings in the coming year."

m 14.2 million computers were available for classroom use in the
nation’s schools as of the 2005-2006 school year. That works out
to one computer for every four students.¥



- North ;}lmefican'.ﬂoumilfur Online Learning. '

oL

Online learning in K-12 schools is growing
explosively.

In 2000, there were 40,000-50,000 enrollments in K-12 online
education i

Eduventures estimated 300,000 students participated in
virtual learning in the 2002-2003 school year in the United
States.* Alberta Online Consortium in Canada reported 4,766
enroliments in 2002-2003.

In 2002-2003, NCES reported 328,000 distance education
enrollments in K-12 public school districts.*

In 2005, the Peak Group estimated online enrollments of
500,000.

In 2006, the Sloan Consortium reported 700,000 enrollments in
K-12 online learning.

The Peak Group estimates 1 million enroliments in 2007.

In 2006, Sloan Consortium reported there were 3.2 million
postsecondary students in the United States that took at least
one online course; this represents a 25% increase over the
previous year.

In April 2006, Michigan became the 1st state to require online
learning for high school graduation.

80% of K-12 school districts cited “the course was otherwise
unavailable” as the number one reason for offering courses at a
distance.®

Enrollment province-wide in British Columbia climbed from
17,000 students in 2006 to 33,000 students in 2007, according
to Canada’s Ministry of Education statistics

When considering online education for either students in rural
communities who have “access to only a limited number of
course offerings in their public schools” or advanced students
interested in taking courses for college credit, the public
expresses considerable support. In these two instances, over
60 percent of respondents support public funding for online
education.

_ Fast Facts About Online Learning
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Research Reports “As Good or Better”: Effective

According to NCREL Synthesis of New Research on K-12 Online
Learning i

Online Learning Expands Options: “The first impetus to the
growth of K-12 distance education was an interest in expanding
educational options and providing equal opportunities for all
learners.” (p.7)

Online Learning Is Rapidly Growing: “Recent surveys show that
K-12 online learning is a rapidly growing phenomenon.” (p.4)

Online Learning Is Effective: “Equal or Better”: “One conclusion
seems clear: On average, students seem to perform equally well
or better academically in online learning.” (p. 17)

Online Learning Training Improves Teaching: Teachers who teach
online reported positive improvements in face-to-face, too. “Of
those who reported teaching face-to-face while teaching online
or subsequently, three in four reported a positive impact on their
face-to-face teaching.” (p. 25)

Today's Students

The Pew Internet Project reports “the Internet is an important
element in the overall educational experience of many teenagers”:*

87% of all youth between the ages of 12 and 17 use the Internet
(21 million people).

86% percent of teens, 88% of online teens, and 80% of all
parents believe that the Internet helps teenagers to do better in
school.

85% of 17 year olds have gone online to get information about
a college, university, or other school they were thinking about
attending.

Fast Facts About 'Ohline Learning
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High School Reform and Redesign

B Data suggest that in about six years 10 percent of all courses will
be computer-based, and by 2019 about 50 percent of courses
will be delivered online.*ii

B 90% of the fastest growing jobs in the economy require a
college degree.**

B Over 40% of our nation’s high schools do not offer any AP
courses. Many of these schools serve predominantly low-i -income
and minority students.

B Virtual schools and online programs provide AP courses.

While only 44% of U.S. high school students studied a foreign
language in 2002, learning a second or third foreign language is
compulsory for students in the European Union and elsewhere.x*

B Virtual schools offer foreign language courses online that allow
interactive communication and collaboration with students and
teachers across state and national boundaries for 21st century
learning.
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High School Reform and Redesign

B 52% of middle school and 15% of high school mathematics
teachers did not have a major or minor in mathematics and 40%
of middle school and 11% of high school science teachers did not
have a major or minor in science.x

B Virtual schools and online programs provide a range of courses
such as science, math, foreign languages, electives and remedial
courses with highly qualified teachers.

B According to the Manhattan Institute, 70% of all students in
public high schools graduate, and only 32% of all students leave
high school qualified to attend four-year colleges.™

® The high school graduation rate in the United States is 70%.
High school drop-out rates in urban areas average 50 % *

B Only 51% of all black students and 52% of all Hispanic students
graduate, and only 20% of all black students and 16% of all
Hispanic students leave high school college-ready.

®m  According to recent research from the Silent Epidemic study,
47% said a major reason for dropping out was that “classes were
not interesting” and they were “bored”; 88% of drop outs had
passing grades. ™

B The National Education Technology Plan recommended that every
student have access to e-learning opportunities and every teacher
have access to e-learning training.*V

B Virtual schools and online learning can help provide equal access
to rigorous courses for all students, reducing inequities that exist
across the educational system.

Today 6,000 talented young people will drop out of school ¥

Today only 11 states require credits in a foreign language for

)()(I\l'
students to graduate. | OL Experts Adwce and
B Today African American students are 14 percent of those in Netw kmg .
school, but only 7 percent of those taking Advanced Placement

exams. v

S avaiiable

) ) ) . ww nacol org.
B Today two-thirds of high school students will be bored in at least ]

one class. ™
Today 15 million students who need mentors do not have them.

@ 69 percent of the public say that they “would be willing to have
a child [of theirs] go through high school taking some academic
courses over the Internet. "
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